PART i: 1709-48
he talk of that prodigious labour which he had undertaken
to execute.
For the mechanical part he employed, as he told me, six
amanuenses; and let it be remembered by the natives of
North-Britain, to whom he is supposed to have been so hos-
tile, that five of them were of that country. To all these pain-
ful labourers, Johnson shewed a never-ceasing kindness, so
far as they stood in need of it.
While the Dictionary was going forward, Johnson lived
part of the time in Holborn, part in Gough-square, Fleet-
street; and he had an upper room fitted up like a counting-
house for the purpose, in which he gave to the copyists their
several tasks. The words, partly taken from other diction-
aries, and partly supplied by himself, having been first writ-
ten down with spaces left between them, he delivered in
writing their etymologies, definitions, and various signifi-
cations. The authorities were copied from the books them-
selves, in which he had marked the passages with a black-lead
pencil, the traces of which could easily be effaced. I have
seen several of them, in which that trouble had not been
taken; so that they were just as when used by the copyists,
It is remarkable, that he was so attentive in the choice of the
passages in which words were authorised, that one may read
page after page of his Dictionary with improvement and
pleasure; and it should not pass unobserved, that he has
quoted no authour whose writings had a tendency to hurt
sound religion and morality.
The necessary expence of preparing a work of such mag-
nitude for the press, must have been a considerable deduc-
tion from the price stipulated to be paid for the copy-right. I
understand that nothing was allowed by the booksellers on
that account; and I remember his telling me, that a large
portion of it having by mistake been written upon both sides
of the paper, so as to be inconvenient for the compositor, it
cost him twenty pounds to have it transcribed upon one side
only.
He is now to be considered as 'tugging at his oar/ as en-
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